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Journal Grade students learning measurement 

skills through creative activities, the 

learning of practical computer – based 

applications, seasonal lessons in Art and 

in the Library, and information from our 

PTA.  An additional article that com-

municates relevant health – related infor-

mation is also presented.  Mary F. Janvi-

er Elementary School continues to be a 

vibrant place filled with the excitement 

of learning. Your involvement and sup-

port continue to be appreciated as we all 

continue to watch our children grow. 
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The cold months are quickly slipping by! I have 

always found February to be a good time to look 

ahead.  Perhaps, this helps with the Winter dol-

drums as thoughts of Spring begin to swirl 

among the breeze that hints of the warmer days 

ahead. The school year is rapidly progressing 

and our children are learning so much!  It is 

amazing when one considers just how much a 

child develops from the time that they enter 

Mary F. Janvier Elementary School as a Kinder-

garten student to where they are during the late 

Winter of their 2nd grade year. Mental, physical 

and social growth occurs in leaps as children 

learn to read, write, complete math problems, 

gain an understanding of their physical world, 

and acquire information regarding the mainte-

nance of proper health.  Additionally, the chil-

dren further develop their social skills and forge 

relationships that may continue for many years.  

With this noted, it is important for parents to 

remember the importance of their relationship 

with their own children.  Whether it is spending 

time playing a game, eating together, reading a 

story, or completing a household project, the 

time that parents invest with their children will 

strengthen the relationship between them. As the 

years rapidly pass and the challenges of adoles-

cence enter the home, it is the relationship that is 

developed now that will help both parents and 

children to overcome future obstacles.  In this 

edition of the Janvier Journal you will notice 

articles that tell of positive character traits and 

the rewards of good decision - making, 2nd 
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In Second Grade we are learning to 

measure with different types of units, 

such as centimeters, inches, feet, and 

meters. Students are having fun moving 

around the classroom using a ruler and 

measuring different items. In addition, 

we have built and measured our own 

unique creations, such as Lego towers 

and Play-Doh worms. We have even tak-

en our lessons to the hallway and used 

meter sticks to measure various items. 

We're currently learning to compare and 

find the difference in lengths by subtract-

ing two objects from one another. Sec-

Janvier PTA is excited to announce 

that the Delsea High School National 

Honor Society students are now offer-

ing free babysitting at our PTA meet-

ings. Bring your child with you to our 

next meeting, where they will be cared 

for and entertained while you get in-

volved with our friendly group. Janvier 

PTA is sponsoring a sweet family 

night event, Candy Bar Bingo. Tickets 

are on sale now for the Friday, March 

4th fundraising event for a $5 dona-

tion. Don't miss out; only 250 tickets 

will be sold.  We just kicked off a 

Spring Spirit Wear order. T-shirt 

and long sleeve shirts are availa-

ble in navy blue and gray. Show 

your school spirit! Exciting things 

are happening with the PTA; To-

gether WE ARE JANVIER! Also,  

during the first trimester,  the 

Janvier students collected a total 

of 1,719 Box Tops.  Congratula-

tions to Mrs. Fisch’s Kindergarten 

class who collected 444 Box 

Tops, Ms. Grundlock’s  

First Grade class with 742 Box 

Tops and Mrs. Bittner’s Second 

Grade class that collected 533 

Box Tops.  Students in each of 

these classes will be rewarded 

with a coupon to be used in the 

cafeteria for a snack.  The PTA 

greatly appreciates everyone who 

brought in your Box Tops, to-

gether you earned the school 

$1,800.  The Spring  Box Tops 

submission is March 1st. 

     Computer Literacy 

Second Grade Studies Measurement 

ond grade is really enjoying learning 

about measurement and we can't wait 

to show our families what we have 

learned! 

 News from the PTA  

As we integrate Science into our 

learning, the students will continue to 

learn Microsoft Word.  Our Kinder-

garteners will be learning about their 

five senses and working on typing 

sentences with proper spacing, punc-

tuation, and capitalization.  Our First 

Graders are studying the growing  of 

plants and will be making diagrams 

using Digital Tools and citing facts in 

a bulleted list in Word.  In Second 

Grade, students will begin a unit on 

life cycles as they continue to use 

Word and begin to use Power-

Point.  Keep up the great work boys 

and girls! 
 
Ms. Graff 
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Caught Being Good! 

 The students have been having a 
wonderful time reading about  snow 
and the cold Winter months in the 
library.  Kindergarten classes read the 
story “Lost In the Snow” by Linda Jen-
nings.  First Grade students read the 
Caldecott Medal winners “The Snowy 
Day” by Ezra Jack Keats and 
“Snowflake Bentley” by Jacqueline 
Briggs Martin.  Second Grade students 
have been busy reading “The Three 
Snow Bears” by Jan Brett and studying 
the Native American tribe, the Inu-
it.  We have created many snowy pic-
tures and stories of our own to share 

and I hope you have enjoyed seeing 
your child’s  writing, which comes 
home each week.  Please continue to 
reinforce the basic parts of a book 
with your child as you read their li-
brary books together.  Students 
should be able to locate the title, au-
thor, illustrator, spine, and call num-
ber, as well as determine whether 
their library book is non-fiction (real) 
or fiction (fake).  Also, take a moment 
at the end of every few pages to dis-
cuss the characters, setting, and plot 
of the story together.  I am amazed at 
how much the children have already 

learned, and I look forward to seeing 
what they can accomplish in 2016! 

 Happy Reading! 

Mrs. Monaghan 

Winter Time in Art Class 

During the past months we have 
been learning about color and val-
ue! All grades have been experi-
menting with mixing colors and 
learning how artists use colors 
strategically to spark feeling. Re-
cently, all our students created 
cold- looking artwork using values 
of blue. Kindergarteners created 
penguins using blue paper and 
crayons, First Grade made icicles 
out of blue tissue paper and foil, 
and Second Grade used the book, 

"Snowmen At Night" as inspiration 
to create a value snowman using 
pastels. Soon our artists will be 
moving onto the Element of Art, 
Space! 

 

The Character Education Committee is 

happy to announce the success of the 

"Caught Being Good" program, which 

allows Janvier staff members to recog-

nize students who are showing good 

character at all times of the day. January 

was the first month of the program, and 

as a school, more than 600 "Caught Be-

ing Good" coupons were awarded to 

students then submitted to be placed into 

a grade level raffle.  Two weekly win-

ners at each grade level are presented 

with “Caught Being Good” prizes. If 

your child states they received a caught 

being good coupon, we encourage you 

to congratulate them and have a conver-

sation about  positive behavior and 

reinforce practicing it. A special 

“thank you” to the Janvier PTA for 

their support of this program. If you 

have any questions, please contact the 

school counselor, Ms. Corinne Arenz.  

 



   Notes from the Nurse’s Office 

Kindergarten Polar Express Day 

The First Grade students 

at Mary F. Janvier School 

were honoring Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. in their So-

cial Studies lessons for the 

month of January. The chil-

dren learned about Dr. Mar-

tin Luther King’s life and his 

important role in American 

History through different 

story books, articles, po-

ems, and songs. The chil-

dren also completed differ-

ent activities and discussions 

related to Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. The students talked 

about fairness, equality, and 

dedication, which link to their 

Character Education Lessons for 

the year. The children learned 

the importance of Dr. King’s 

message and the peaceful way in 

which he carried it out.  

~The First Grade Teachers 
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The Kindergartners at Janvier 

were very busy preparing for the 

December holiday season. We 

had many exciting school spirit 

days to celebrate.  One of the 

favorite days in the Kindergarten 

hallway is Polar Express Day!  

Just like the storybook, we wore 

our best pajamas to school, en-

joyed hot chocolate, and partici-

pated in many fun activities.  We 

were even surprised by a hall-

way that was transformed into a 

winter wonderland with the Polar Ex-

press train!  We hope everyone en-

joyed the fun activities! 

 

First Grade Learns about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

It’s that time of the year when we 

are seeing more of our asthmatic 

children come to the nurse’s of-

fice for breathing treatments.  I 

thought I would use this time to 

briefly explain asthma. A child 

with asthma has certain sensitivi-

ties to airborne particles that often 

make it difficult for them to 

breathe.  These are called 

“triggers.”  Each child has unique 

triggers for their bodies.  Some 

are triggered by viruses, exercise, 

perfumes, smoke, and/or pollution 

to name a few. When asthma is 

“triggered”, it can cause the airway to 

narrow making it difficult to breath.  

The airway tubes also swell, producing 

mucous.  Imagine now, instead of 

breathing through a pipe, you are 

breathing through a straw and there is 

sticky mucous in there. It is a struggle 

for these children. Sometimes, you 

may hear a chronic cough or hear 

wheezing.  If your child is diagnosed 

with asthma, that is the time to start 

your asthma action plan given to you 

by your doctor.  Many times, I see well

- intentioned parents who start their child 

on Pro Air or Ventolin but overlook the 

importance of the controller med.  The 

controller med can be Flovent or Advair, 

to name a few.  The Pro Air or Ventolin 

will open the airway for sure, but does 

nothing to help with the mucous.  This is 

the purpose of the Flovent or Advair.  

Without the use of these meds, your child 

may take longer to feel better.  

There are many great resources online that 

are available.  KidsHeath.org has a more 

detailed explanation with great visualiza-

tions.   
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